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ABSTRACT: Drone technology has become immensely popular in the past few years and now because of the 

practically boundless utilizations of drones, the requirement for proficient pilots has expanded. Be that as it may, there 

has been a blast of recently shaped little drone organizations offering all way of administrations from corporate 

recordings and land promoting to information obtaining and foundation overviews. 

Drones are not just small toys that can be used occasionally. Nowadays, they are professional gadgets and machines 

that can be used for numerous applications. As you already know, they can be used for transporting goods, aerial 

photography and many other things, but the latest and the most popular possibility is related to competition. 

The FPV (first person view) technology redefined the experience of flight and the advancement of GPS systems in 

drones gave passionate individuals a completely new world. 

Drones are not just a Remote-controlled flying device, but their quick and easy movements by multi-rotors and their 

capability to capture amazing photos and record stunning videos during flight made them the popular. That’s why 

commercial drones are in great demand nowadays, but have you ever wondered how can anyone build a drone from 

scratch? 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Drones are being used for various purposes some of them are : Rescue, Marketing, Film making, Fire- Fighting, Site 

surveying, Parcel Deliveries, Imaging structures, Precision agriculture, Family Fun Occasions, Lighting- Concert 

Shows, Counting Stockpiles, Weather patterns, Environmental, Conservation. 

While the drone industry has advancements rapidly over the past five years, we’re still in the very early stages of its 

development as a whole. Drone usage is growing at a much faster rate than the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

predicted, and now they’re playing make up for lost time. The FAA defines a drone as an aircraft. That means a drone 

pilot is supposed to get the same certifications as a pilot flying a 747 aircraft. We may think that’s silly, and the 

majority of drone pilots tend to agree. This aircraft label wasn’t further defined until August 2016, when the new drone 

regulations became law. Model aircraft have actually been around longer than the FAA itself. In 1981, the FAA 

released the Advisory Circular (AC) 9157, which is a document that basically says, “Anyone flying a model aircraft 

can do so if they meet the community guidelines set forth by the AMA (Academy of Modern Aeronautics).” So, is a 

drone a model aircraft or an actual aircraft? We believe it’s neither. We think drones are a new category completely. 

Unfortunately, we don't get to make the guidelines. 

[Reference] 

This article is about ‘how to design your own drone’, most of us think building drones are very difficult and not 

everyone can build a drone. 
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II. BUILD YOUR OWN DRONE 

 

Requirements for building a drone:  

There are many extraordinary parts and accessories accessible that can make your drone 100% interesting, to make 

your drone the best drone it can be. 

All drone parts and segments are fundamentally smooth and safe for flight. Knowing the pieces of a drone will give 

you additional certainty while flying. You will likewise know which segments to examine all the time and the drone 

parts which are easy to replace or upgrade. 

During testing if you have any flight issues, at that point knowing what each drone part does will help you enormously 

in finding out flying/any other issues.  

The following are the basic parts required to build a drone: 

 

1. STANDARD PROP: These are the props at the front of the quadcopter and these props get the quadcopter through 

the air. While a couple of drones look just about an equivalent from any angle for example drones like DJI Phantom. 

These are also used on standard front-engine R/C airplanes. Most drone propellers are made from plastic but I prefer 

the better quality which is carbon fiber propellers. For safety, you can include drone prop guards which actually helps 

when you are particularly flying indoors or near humans. Propeller configuration may be a zone where there's tons of 

latest development. Better prop configuration will aid a smoother flying encounter and longer flight times. 

2. MOTOR: Basically, all the recent drones utilize a brushless electric "out- runner" type, which is progressively 

productive, increasingly solid, and calmer than a brushed engine. Engine configuration is significant. Increasingly 

productive engines spare battery life and give the proprietor all the more flying time, which is the thing that each pilot 

needs. Drone engine configuration is truly energizing right now. Two or three years back, DJI launched the Inspire 1 

with a new patented motor design structure which was very progressive and revolutionary.  Which had a new curved 

magnet developed and patented by them, it fits perfectly around the motor allowing the motor to run more efficiently. 

3. MOTOR MOUNT: Sometimes this is built into combination fittings with landing gear. The drone motor mount is 

now and again incorporated with the mix fittings with landing gear or can be a piece of the UAV outline. These are the 

parts which are easy to replace or upgrade on most drones. 
4. FLIGHT CONTROLLER: Analyses input from receiver, GPS module, battery monitor, and onboard sensors to 

regulate motor speeds, via ESCs, to supply steering, also does triggering of cameras or other payloads. It also controls 

autopilot and other autonomous functions. 

5. ELECTRONIC SPEED CONTROLLER (ESC): Electronic Speed Controllers are a fundamental segment of 

current quadcopters (all multirotor), which offer high power, high frequency, high resolution 3-phase AC power 

capacity to the engines in a very reduced smaller than normal bundle.  

A huge jump in ESC advancement went ahead when DJI Inspire 1 drone was launched, which utilizes new sinusoidal 

drive electronic speed controllers to replace the squarer wave drive of customary ESCs. The Inspire 1 goes further by 

utilizing closed loop torque control and distinct functional redundancy, which adds additional effectiveness and 

unwavering quality to the engines. 

6. RECEIVER: Often a typical R/C receiving set unit. The minimum number of channels needed to regulate a quad is 

four, but five is typically recommended. 

7. ANTENNA: Depending on your receiver, could also be a loose wire whip or helical “rubber ducky” type. 

8. BATTERY: Lithium polymer (LiPo) batteries offer the simplest combination of energy density, power density, and 

lifelong on the market. 

9. BATTERY MONITOR: Provides in-flight power level monitoring to flight controller. 

10. GIMBAL: Pivoting mount that rotates about 1, 2, or 3 axes to provide stabilization and pointing of cameras or 

other sensors. The drone gimbal is the pivoting mount, which rotates about the x, y, and z axes to provide stabilization 

and pointing of cameras or other sensors. 
11. GIMBAL CONTROLLER: Allows the control of direct-drive gimbal motors as if they are standard small radio 

controllers. 

12. CAMERA: Everyone knows the purpose of camera in drones, so we can fix the camera that we want. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ijirset.com/


International Journal of Innovative Research in Science, Engineering and Technology (IJIRSET) 

  | e-ISSN: 2319-8753, p-ISSN: 2320-6710| www.ijirset.com | Impact Factor: 7.089|  

||Volume 9, Issue 4, April 2020||  

 

© 2020, IJIRSET                                                          |     An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal   |                                          1559 

 

 

There are few more interesting parts that will make your drone look and fly better 

 

“PUSHER” PROP: The Pusher props are at the back and push the UAV forward hence giving the name "Pusher 

props". These contra-pivoting props precisely offset engine torques during stationary level flight. You can likewise buy 

monitors for the pusher props. 

LANDING GEAR: Drones which need high ground clearance may choose helicopter style slides mounted straight to 

the body, while other exclude landing gear. Many fixed wing drones which cover enormous distance, for example, the 

SenseFlyeBee, Trimble UX5 or the 3DR Aero-M don't have landing gear and still land superbly fine on their body. 

Most drones have fixed landing gear. However, the best drones will have retractable landing gear giving an entire 360-

degree view in air. 

BOOM: Shorter booms increment mobility, while longer booms increment strength. Booms must be hard to hold up in 

an accident, while meddling with prop downdraft as little. In many drones, the boom is a piece of the fundamental body. 

Other drones have a distinct boom as a different part. For example, Parrot AR 2.0 has the central cross boom. 

SENSORS: Sensors work by measuring electrical current (bi-directional) and ideally provide electrical isolation to 

scale back power loss and eliminate the chance for electric shock or damage to the user or systems. Sensors with fast 

reaction time and high accuracy optimize battery life and performance of drones. 

OBSTACLE AVOIDANCE SENSOR: Most of the drones will only hover when it senses and object ahead. The 

Forward and Backward vision system allows the drone to avoid collisions by flying either round the obstacle or 

hovering ahead. 

III. STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 

There are differing types of drones, but people find quadcopters to be more efficient, as they're easy to fly. 

 

STEP 1: MAKING THE FRAME 

No matter what your drone goes to be, it must have a frame. So, the primary task is to make a frame. For this, you can 

use different materials, like metal, plastic, or wood. These materials will differ on how you want the drone to be. 

If you decide on wood for the frame, find a wood board that's longer than 60 cm and about 25-30 mm thick. hack this 

board in such how to urge two laths which are 60cm long and 30mm wide. These two lengths are required to form the 

structure of your future quad. Crossing these two laths will make the X frame. Also, you need a wooden sheet so as to 

form and add an oblong piece within the central a part of this frame. The size should be 6×15 cm, and 2mm thick. 

Of course, you can use other dimensions if you wish, but these will get you a reasonably nice quad. to attach these parts, 

you'll need nails and glue. just in case you opt to travel with metal or plastic, the sizes are similar but the way you 

connect the laths together goes to vary. 

 

STEP 2: PROPELLERS, ELECTRONIC SPEED CONTROLLERS, AND MOTORS 

The ESCs (Electronic Speed Controllers), the motors, and also the propellers are one of the most important elements 

for the functioning drone. So, you ought to get these components from a licensed store to make sure quality and 

reliability. they need to be in accordance with the dimensions of your drone, so keep this in mind when buying them. 

Get help from someone. 

Drone propellers: While trying to find the motors (or rotors), you have to know that multi-rotor drones produce greater 

speed and ensure a stable flight, as each rotor works with other’s thrust points. For the propellers, it’s better to use the 

metal 9-inch props which we can find at a really affordable price in the market. Which are durable and won’t bend so 

easily if the drone hits something during flight. However, for better performance, carbon fiber props are most used 

props. 

And finally, select up some ESCs (Electronic Speed Controllers), if you don’t want 4 of those you can try 4 in 1 

controller. There are some suggested models which are great and stable: 

• AKK 30A 4 IN 1 2-6S Brushless ESC BLHeli_S Electronic Speed Controller DShot150/300/600 Capable for Micro 

Racing Drones 

• Original Airbot Omnibus F4 Nano Flight Controller 
 

STEP 3: ASSEMBLE THE MOTORS 

The next step is to drill the holes within the frame to fix motors, consistent with the space between the screw’s holes on 

the motors. it might be good to form another hole which will allows the clip and shaft of the motor to rotate freely. 
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Motor for your drone. 

However, you'll skip this action if the motors already came with mountings. Put the motor within the appropriate place 

and fix it to the frame using the screws and a screwdriver. 
 

STEP 4: MOUNT THE ELECTRONIC SPEED CONTROLLERS 

After mounting the motors, you need to mount the speed controllers. It’s recommended to attach the speed controllers 

on rock bottom side of the frame because of several reasons which involves the functionality of the drone. These 

reasons, among others, include that it'll “unload” the top of the drone where other components should be added. 

In order to place the ESC perfectly to the frame, use zip ties. This way, your ESCs are tied down and well secured 

while flying. 
 

STEP 5: ADD THE LANDING GEAR (if required) : This gear is optional but will be useful when landing your drone 

because it significantly reduces the shock when the drone lands on a land. It is often made in several ways, but be 

creative and make it in your own, unique way. 

Here’s an idea: find a metal pipe (about 6 inches in diameter) and stop (with the acceptable tools) 4 rings which will be 

1-2 cm thick. The dimensions of those rings should be in accordance with the overall size of your drone. You can use 

tape to fit these pieces to the frame. 

If you don’t like this metal pipe idea, you can use other materials that are flexible and strong, like some new plastics, or 

anything which will reduce shock. 
 

STEP 6: FLIGHT CONTROLLER: Every flying drone must have an impact system. This electronic system allows a 

drone to be stable while flying and processes all the shifts and changes in direction. There are two options when it 

involves this step: 

1. Simple option, is to shop for a ready-to-use controller.  

2. Make it yourself which as a beginner would be difficult. 
 

STEP 7: CHOOSING A RIGHT WIRELESS REMOTE-CONTROL SYSTEM 

This is the remote-control system that regulates the drone. So, pick the proper controller, there are various RC control 

systems available nowadays, like Futaba, Spektrum, Turnigy, FlySky, and etc. 

In addition to the present system, we also need a couple of channels for yaw, pitch, throttle, and roll, also additional 

channel if you want to do aerial photography. 

 

STEP 8: MOUNT THE FLIGHT CONTROLLER: Once you select the actual flight controller that's best for your 

needs, mount it. There are several ways to mount it. for example, you can place it on the highest of the frame in a 

particular direction, but make sure that each one of the components are fixed well before calibrating your drone. For 

this use the zip ties. 

It is recommended to stick a piece of sponge under the flight controller because it absorbs and reduces the vibrations 

from the motors. Making your drone more stable while flying, because stability is the key to fly a drone. 
 

STEP 9: CONNECT THE FLIGHT CONTROLLER TO YOUR DRONE 

The next thing is to configure the flight controller which is connected to the electronic speed controllers. Also attach it 

to the remote.  

To do this step, find an appropriate tutorial video on the online for the actual flight controller you've got previously 

mounted. 
 

STEP 10: INSPECT AND TEST YOUR DRONE: Before final use, make sure that everything works well. Therefore, 

we have to strike out all defects and make sure the functions are working perfectly before the primary flight. Then test 

the sensors also as other components of the drone using the ‘Special OpenPilot GCS’ software.  

To make sure that everything works well, we need to take off the props and make a little experiment with the remote. 

By this you can test the drone without potential risking of breaking it. 

For this test, find an appropriate place and check out the movements of the drone within its control distance. Make 

sure the zip ties and cables are connected well. When everything is perfect, your drone is ready to fly! 

Make sure not cut any corners during this step, it's imperative to check everything very accurately before actually 

flying the drone. No one wants their drone’s first flight to be its last after all! 
 

STEP 11: TAKEOFF 

This is the last and most important step. Before the take-off, the battery must be connected and every other 

components must be fixed properly. For the test flight, you would like to pick location carefully, since this aircraft can 

cause serious damages and may be damaged also. it's best to pick on an open, flat area, hence you can avoid the 

danger of damaging anything including your drone. Also, make sure that your drone never leaves your sight.  
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If the drone starts drifting in one direction, you've got to use the trims to form the required flight correction. Also, try 

different PID (Proportional-Integral-Derivative) values to ascertain how your drone works in various inputs until you 

get exact requirement. 

 
IV. CONCLUSION 

 

In this article, we had managed to cover the parts of the drone and the steps to build a drone from scratch, but consider 

learning more on drones. There are also many “intermediate steps” additionally to the essential steps we covered. it's 

fact that the many different types of drones, component, programs and accessories, which help you to create a drone 

counting on the complexity of drone you're trying to build.So, what is going to be the ultimate conclusion when it 

involves the do-it-yourself drone? In any case, they're won’t be any serious competitors to the ready-to-use drones on 

the market, especially if they're made by the amateurs.This difference in the quality between DIY and ready-to-use 

drones applies to both features and appearance. However, people that build the drones from scratch usually don’t want 

to compete with the commercial drones, they simply roll in the hay for pleasure. it's indescribable joy once you fly 

your own custom-made drone in the air! people want to create a drone to find out a replacement skill, and pride 

oneself in something that they built themselves, no matter how high-performance the top result could also be.Another 

big consideration is that the total cost for such a drone. Because there are numerous potential variables, components, 

and programs involved, the value can really fluctuate. the value will depend upon the components you're getting to 

use if you're considering additional accessories. However, as a general benchmark, the whole costs for the entire 

project range from 20,000 to 70,000 rupees.Aside from this amount, you should consider the value of the camera and 

if you're getting to use a drone for aerial recording and taking high-quality photos.If you inspect the costs on the 

Amazon and other online shopping websites, you'll see that you simply can purchase a complicated drone that 

supports aerial photography for an identical amount as a DIY drone. However, the satisfaction of getting built your 

own drone doesn't have a price tag and sometimes you only want to possess the experience of flying something that 

you put your own effort to have it built! 
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