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ABSTRACT:  Structures are assemblies of load carrying members capable of safely transferring the superimposed 
loads to the foundations. Their main and most looked after property is the strength of the material that they are made of. 
Concrete, as we all know, is an integral material used for construction purposes. Thus, strength of concrete used, is 
required to be ‘known’ before starting with any kind of analysis. In the recent past, various methods and techniques, 
called as Non-Destructive Evaluation (NDE) techniques, are being used for Structural Health Monitoring (SHM). The 
concept of nondestructive testing (NDT) is to obtain material properties of in place specimens without the destruction 
of the specimen nor the structure from which it is taken. However, one problem that has been prevalent within the 
concrete industry for years is that the true properties of an in-place specimen have never been tested without leaving a 
certain degree of damage on the structure. For most cast-in-place concrete structures, construction specifications 
require that test cylinders be cast for 28-day strength determination. Usually, representative test specimens are cast 
from the same concrete mix as the larger structural elements. Unfortunately, test specimens are not an exact 
representation of in-situ concrete, and may be affected by variations in specimen type, size, and curing procedures. The 
rebound hammer test is classified as a hardness test and is based on the principle that the rebound of an elastic mass 
depends on the hardness of the surface against which the mass impinges. The energy absorbed by the concrete is related 
to its strength. There is no unique relation between hardness and strength of concrete but experimental data 
relationships can be obtained from a given concrete. However, the term “nondestructive” is given to any test that does 
not damage or affect the structural behavior of the elements and also leaves the structure in an acceptable condition for 
the client. The use of the ultrasonic pulse velocity tester is introduced as a tool to monitor basic initial cracking of 
concrete structures and hence to introduce a threshold limit for possible failure of the structures. Apart from requiring 
regular maintenance, many structures require extensive Repair, Rehabilitation &Retrofitting. Over a period of time, as 
these structures become older, we find in them certain degradation or deterioration with resultant distress manifested in 
the form of cracking, splitting, delaminating, corrosion etc. Such deteriorated structures can be rehabilitated and 
retrofitted by using various types of admixtures & modern repair materials. The paper brings out the present state of 
concrete structures & the major areas where improvement is needed during its service life stage for sustainable 
development & also the method of carrying out Repair, Rehabilitation &Retrofitting. This has been brought in details 
in the paper along with Case studies, where the Author of the paper was directly involved in planning and execution of 
the jobs. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
In the most general terms, damage can be defined as changes introduced into a system that adversely affects its current 
or future performance. Implicit in this definition is the concept that damage is not meaningful without a comparison 
between two different states of the system, one of which is assumed to represent the initial, and often undamaged, state. 
This theme issue is focused on the study of damage identification in structural and mechanical systems. Therefore, the 
definition of damage will be limited to changes to the material and/or geometric properties of these systems, including 
changes to the boundary conditions and system connectivity, which adversely affect the current or future performance 
of these systems. In terms of length-scales, all damage begins at the material level. Although not necessarily a 
universally accepted terminology, such damage is referred to as a defect or flaw and is present to some degree in all 
materials. Under appropriate loading scenarios, the defects or flaws grow and coalesce at various rates to cause 
component and then system-level damage. The term damage does not necessarily imply a total loss of system 
functionality, but rather that the system is no longer operating in its optimal manner. As the damage grows, it will reach 
a point where it affects the system operation to a point that is no longer acceptable to the user. This point is referred to 
as failure. In terms of time-scales, damage can accumulate incrementally over long periods of time such as that 
associated with fatigue or corrosion damage accumulation. On relatively shorter time-scales, damage can also result 
from scheduled discrete events such as aircraft landings and from unscheduled discrete events such as enemy fire on a 
military vehicle or natural phenomena hazards such as earthquakes. The process of implementing a damage 
identification strategy for aerospace, civil and mechanical engineering infrastructure is referred to as structural health 
monitoring (SHM). This process involves the observation of a structure or mechanical system over time using 
periodically spaced measurements, the extraction of damage-sensitive features the current state of system health. For 
long-term SHM, the output of this process is periodically updated information regarding the ability of the structure to 
continue to perform its intended function in light of the inevitable aging and damage accumulation resulting from the 
operational environments. Under an extreme event, such as an earthquake or unanticipated blast loading, SHM is used 
for rapid condition screening. This screening is intended to provide, in near real-time, reliable information about system 
performance during such extreme events and the subsequent integrity of the system. 
 
Damage identification is carried out in conjunction with five closely related disciplines that include SHM, condition 
monitoring, non-destructive evaluation statistical process control and damage prognosis. Typically, SHM is associated 
with online–global damage identification in structural systems such as aircraft and buildings. CM is analogous to SHM, 
but addresses damage identification in rotating and reciprocating machinery, such as those used in manufacturing and 
power generation. NDE is usually carried out off-line in a local manner after the damage has been located. There are 
exceptions to this rule, as NDE is also used as a monitoring tool for in situ structures such as pressure vessels and rails. 
NDE is therefore primarily used for damage characterization and as a severity check when there is a priori knowledge 
of the damage location. SPC is process-based rather than structure-based and uses a variety of sensors to monitor 
changes in a process, one cause of which can result from structural damage. Once damage has been detected, DP is 
used to predict the remaining useful life of a system. 
 
If, further use of such deteriorated structure is continued it may endanger the lives of occupants and surrounding 
habitation. There is demand of appropriate actions and measures for all such building structures to improve its 
performance and restore the desired functions of structures which may leads to increase its functional life. The 
periodical structural auditing and diagnosis for health of existing buildings is thus utmost important for finding the 
present serviceability and structural viability of structures. The structural audit must be carried out following auditing 
norms, methods of non-destructive testing and code provisions. The structural auditing will help to implement 
maintenance and repair work timely which leads to prolonged life of the building and safety of the occupants. In India 
there are many old buildings which have reduced strength in due course of time. If further use of such deteriorated 
structure is continued it may endanger the lives of the occupants and surrounding habitation. Appropriate actions 
should then be implemented to improve the performance of structures and restore the desired function of structures. 
Thus, it is utmost important to perform structural audit of existing buildings and to implement maintenance/ repair 
work timely which will lead to prolonged life of the building and safety of the occupant. To act more responsible and 
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pre-emptive towards the dilapidated buildings, the municipal corporation must issue notices to the buildings and co-
operative societies which are more than 30 years old to carry out mandatory structural audit and submit the audit report. 
Structural audit should highlight and investigate all critical areas and recommend immediate remedial and preventive 
measures. It should cover the structural analysis of existing frame and find critical elements for all types of loadings. It 
also helps in delivering a strong building structure with cost effective solutions and appropriate maintenance program. 
This paper deals with study of different parameter of structural audit including visual inspection, non-destructive 
testing, core sampling and testing. It also emphasizes on different repairs and retrofitting measures to be used for 
buildings after structural audit. 

 
To keep a high level of structural safety, durability and performance of the infrastructure in each country, an efficient 
system for early and regular structural assessment is urgently required. The quality assurance during and after the 
construction of new structures and after reconstruction processes and the characterisation of material properties and 
damage as a function of time and environmental influences is more and more becoming a serious concern. Non-
destructive testing (NDT) methods have a large potential to be part of such a system. NDT methods in general are 
widely used in several industry branches. Aircrafts, nuclear facilities, chemical plants, electronic devices and other 
safety critical installations are tested regularly with fast and reliable testing technologies. A variety of advanced NDT 
methods are available for metallic or composite materials. 
 
In recent years, innovative NDT methods, which can be used for the assessment of existing structures, have become 
available for concrete structures, but are still not established for regular inspections. Therefore, the objective of this 
project is to study the applicability, performance, availability, complexity and restrictions of NDT. 
 
The purpose of establishing standard procedures for nondestructive testing (NDT) of concrete structures is to qualify 
and quantify the material properties of in-situ concrete without intrusively examining the material properties. There are 
many techniques that are currently being research for the NDT of materials today. This chapter focuses on the NDT 
methods relevant for the inspection and monitoring of concrete materials.  
 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY 
 

2.1 Structural Health Monitoring 
 
Structural health monitoring is at the forefront of structural and materials research. Structural health monitoring 
systems enable inspectors and engineers to gather material data of structures and structural elements used for analysis. 
Ultrasonics can be applied to structural monitoring programs to obtain such data, which would be especially valuable 
since the wave properties could be used to obtain material properties. 
 
This testing approach may be used to assess the uniformity and relative quality of the concrete, to indicate the presence 
of voids and cracks, and to evaluate the effectiveness of crack repairs. It may also be used to indicate changes in the 
properties of concrete, and in the survey of structures, to estimate the severity of deterioration or cracking. Decreases in 
ultrasonic waves speeds over time can reveal the onset of damage before visible deficiencies become evident. This 
allows inspectors and engineers to implement repair recommendations before minor deficiencies become safety 
hazards. 
 
The quality of new concrete structures is dependent on many factors such as type of cement, type of aggregates, water 
cement ratio, curing, environmental conditions etc. Besides this, the control exercised during construction also 
contributes a lot to achieve the desired quality. The present system of checking slump and testing cubes, to assess the 
strength of concrete, in structure under construction, are not sufficient as the actual strength of the structure depend on 
many other factors such as proper compaction, effective curing also. Considering the above requirements, need of 
testing of hardened concrete in new structures as well as old structures, is there to asses the actual condition of 
structures. Non-Destructive Testing (NDT) techniques can be used effectively for investigation and evaluating the 
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actual condition of the structures. These techniques are relatively quick, easy to use, and cheap and give a general 
indication of the required property of the concrete. This approach will enable us to find suspected zones, thereby 
reducing the time and cost of examining a large mass of concrete. The choice of a particular NDT method depends 
upon the property of concrete to be observed such as strength, corrosion, crack monitoring etc. 
 
The subsequent testing of structure will largely depend upon the result of preliminary testing done with the appropriate 
NDT technique. 
 
The NDT being fast, easy to use at site and relatively less expensive can be used for 
 
(i) Testing any number of points and locations 
 
(ii) Assessing the structure for various distressed conditions 
 
(iii) Assessing damage due to fire, chemical attack, impact, age etc. 
 
(iv) Detecting cracks, voids, fractures, honeycombs and weak locations 
 
(v) Assessing the actual condition of reinforcement 
 
Many of NDT methods used for concrete testing have their origin to the testing of more homogeneous, metallic system. 
These methods have a sound scientific basis, but heterogeneity of concrete makes interpretation of results somewhat 
difficult. There could be many parameters such as materials, mix, workmanship and environment, which influence the 
result of measurements. 
 
Moreover the test measures some other property of concrete (e.g. hardness) yet the results are interpreted to assess the 
different property of the concrete e.g. (strength). Thus, interpretation of the result is very important and a difficult job 
where generalization is not possible. Even though operators can carry out the test but interpretation of results must be 
left to experts having experience and knowledge of application of such non-destructive tests. 
 
Variety of NDT methods have been developed and are available for investigation and evaluation of different 
parameters related to strength, durability and overall quality of concrete. Each method has some strength and some 
weakness. Therefore prudent approach would be to use more than one method in combination so that the strength of 
one compensates the weakness of the other. The various NDT methods for testing concrete bridges are listed below – 
 
A. For strength estimation of concrete 
 
(i) Rebound hammer test 
 
(ii) Ultrasonic Pulse Velocity Tester 
 
(iii) Combined use of Ultrasonic Pulse Velocity tester and rebound hammer test 
 
(iv) Pull off test 
 
(v) Pull out test 
 
(vi) Break off test 
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B. For assessment of corrosion condition of reinforcement and to determine reinforcement diameter and cover 
 
(i) Half cell potentiometer 
 
(ii) Resistively meter test 
 
(iii) Test for carbonation of concrete 
 
(iv) Test for chloride content of concrete 
 
(v) Profometer 
 
(vi) Micro covermeter 
 
C. For detection of cracks/voids/ delamination etc. 
 
(i) Infrared thermographic technique 
 
(ii) Acoustic Emission techniques 
 
(iii) Short Pulse Radar methods 
 
(iv) Stress wave propagation methods - pulse 
echo method 
- Impact echo method - 
response method 
 
2.2 NON DESTRUCTIVE EVALUATION (NDE) METHODS 
 
Introduction to NDE Methods 
 
Concrete technologists practice NDE methods for 
 
(a) Concrete strength determination (b) Concrete damage detection 
 
2.3(a) Strength determination by NDE methods: 
 
Strength determination of concrete is important because its elastic behaviour & service behaviour can be predicted from 
its strength characteristics. The conventional NDE methods typically measure certain properties of concrete from which 
an estimate of its strength and other characteristics can be made. Hence, they do not directly give the absolute values of 
strength. 
 
Damage detection by NDE methods: 

 
Global techniques: These techniques rely on global structural response for damage identification. Their main drawback 
is that since they rely on global response, they are not sensitive to localized damages. Thus, it is possible that some 
damages which may be present at various locations remain un-noticed. 
 
Local techniques: These techniques employ localized structural analysis, for damage detection. Their main drawback is 
that accessories like probes and fixtures are required to be physically carried around the test structure for data 
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recording. Thus, it no longer remains autonomous application of the technique. These techniques are often applied at 
few selected locations, by the instincts/experience of the engineer coupled with visual inspection. Hence, randomness 
creeps into the resulting data. 
 
NDE Methods in Practice 

 
Visual inspection: The first stage in the evaluation of a concrete structure is to study the condition of concrete, to note 

any defects in the concrete, to note the presence of cracking and the cracking type (crack width, depth, spacing, 
density), the presence of rust marks on the surface, the presence of voids and the presence of apparently poorly 
compacted areas etc. Visual assessment determines whether or not to proceed with detailed investigation. 
 
The Surface hardness method: This is based on the principle that the strength of concrete is proportional to its surface 
hardness. The calibration chart is valid for a particular type of cement, aggregates used, moisture content, and the age 
of the specimen. 
 
The penetration technique: This is basically a hardness test, which provides a quick means of determining the relative 
strength of the concrete. The results of the test are influenced by surface smoothness of concrete and the type and 
hardness of the aggregate used. Again, the calibration chart is valid for a particular type of cement, aggregates used, 
moisture content, and age of the specimen. The test may cause damage to the specimen which needs to be repaired. 
 
The pull-out test: A pullout test involves casting the enlarged end of a steel rod after setting of concrete, to be tested 
and then measuring the force required to pull it out. The test measures the direct shear strength of concrete. This in turn 
is correlated with the compressive strength; thus a measurement of the in-place compressive strength is made. The test 
may cause damage to the specimen which needs to be repaired. 
 
The rebound hammer test: The Schmidt rebound hammer is basically a surface hardness test with little apparent 
theoretical relationship between the strength of concrete and the rebound number of the hammer. Rebound hammers 
test the surface hardness of concrete, which cannot be converted directly to compressive strength. The method basically 
measures the modulus of elasticity of the near surface concrete. The principle is based on the absorption of part of the 
stored elastic energy of the spring through plastic deformation of the rock surface and the mechanical waves 
propagating through the stone while the remaining elastic energy causes the actual rebound of the hammer. The 
distance travelled by the mass, expressed as a percentage of the initial extension of the spring, is called the Rebound 
number. There is a considerable amount of scatter in rebound numbers because of the heterogeneous nature of near 
surface properties (principally due to near-surface aggregate particles). 
 
There are several factors other than concrete strength that influence rebound hammer test results, including surface 
smoothness and finish, moisture content, coarse aggregate type, and the presence of carbonation. Although rebound 
hammers can be used to estimate concrete strength, the rebound numbers must be correlated with the compressive 
strength of molded specimens or cores taken from the structure. 
 
Ultra-sonic pulse velocity test: This test involves measuring the velocity of sound through concrete for strength 
determination. Since, concrete is a multi-phase material, speed of sound in concrete depends on the relative 
concentration of its constituent materials, degree of compacting, moisture content, and the amount of discontinuities 
present. This technique is applied for measurements of composition (e.g. monitor the mixing materials during 
construction, to estimate the depth of damage caused by fire), strength estimation, homogeneity, elastic modulus and 
age, 
 
& to check presence of defects, crack depth and thickness measurement. Generally, high pulse velocity readings in 
concrete are indicative of concrete of good quality. The drawback is that this test requires large and expensive 
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transducers. In addition, ultrasonic waves cannot be induced at right angles to the surface; hence, they cannot detect 
transverse cracks. 
 
Acoustic emission technique: This technique utilizes the elastic waves generated by plastic deformations, moving 
dislocations, etc. for the analysis and detection of structural defects. However, there can be multiple travel paths 
available from the source to the sensors. Also, electrical interference or other mechanical noises hampers the quality of 
the emission signals. 
 
Impact echo test: In this technique, a stress pulse is introduced at the surface of the structure, and as the pulse 
propagates through the structure, it is reflected by cracks and dislocations. Through the analysis of the reflected waves, 
the locations of the defects can be estimated. The main drawback of this technique is that it is insensitive to small sized 
cracks. 
 

III. METHODOLOGY 
 
The following instruments were used in the project: 
 

1. Rebound Hammer (Schmidt Hammer) (Impact energy of the hammer is about 2.2 Nm) 
 

2. Ultrasonic Pulse Velocity Tester. 
 
(a) Rebound Hammer (Schmidt Hammer) 
 

This is a simple, handy tool, which can be used to provide a convenient and rapid indication of 
the compressive strength of concrete. It consists of a spring controlled mass that slides on a plunger within a tubular 
housing. The schematic diagram showing various parts of a rebound hammer is given as Fig 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Concrete surface 5. Hammer guide 9. Housing 
2. Impact spring 6. Release catch 10. Hammer mass

3. Rider on guide rod 7. Compressive spring 11. Plunger 

4. Window and scale 8. Locking button  

Fig.2.1 Components of a Rebound Hammer 
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The rebound hammer method could be used for – 
 
(a) Assessing the likely compressive strength of concrete with the help of suitable co-relations between rebound index 
and compressive strength. 
 
(b) Assessing the uniformity of concrete 
 
(c) Assessing the quality of concrete in relation to standard requirements. 

 
(d) Assessing the quality of one element of concrete in relation to another. 
 
This method can be used with greater confidence for differentiating between the questionable and acceptable parts of a 
structure or for relative comparison between two different structures. The test is classified as a hardness test and is 
based on the principle that the rebound of an elastic mass depends on the hardness of the surface against which the 
mass impinges. The energy absorbed by the concrete is related to its strength . Despite its apparent simplicity, the 
rebound hammer test involves complex problems of impact and the associated stress-wave propagation. 
 There is no unique relation between hardness and strength of concrete but experimental data relationships can be 
obtained from a given concrete. However, this relationship is dependent upon factors affecting the concrete surface 
such as degree of saturation, carbonation, temperature, surface preparation and location, and type of surface finish. The 
result is also affected by type of aggregate, mix proportions, hammer type, and hammer inclination. Areas exhibiting 
honeycombing, scaling, rough texture, or high porosity must be avoided. Concrete must be approximately of the same 
age, moisture conditions and same degree of carbonation (note that carbonated surfaces yield higher rebound values). It 
is clear then that the rebound number reflects only the surface of concrete. The results obtained are only representative 
of the outer concrete layer with a thickness of 30–50 mm. 
 
Principle: 
 
The method is based on the principle that the rebound of an elastic mass depends on the hardness of the surface against 
which mass strikes. When the plunger of rebound hammer is pressed against the surface of the concrete, the spring 
controlled mass rebounds and the extent of such rebound depends upon the surface hardness of concrete. The surface 
hardness and therefore the rebound is taken to be related to the compressive strength of the concrete. The rebound value 
is read off along a graduated scale and is designated as the rebound number or rebound index. The compressive 
strength can be read directly from the graph provided on the body of the hammer. 
 
The impact energy required for rebound hammer for different applications is given below – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 2.1 Impact Energy of Rebound Hammers 
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Depending upon the impact energy, the hammers are classified into four types i.e. N, L, M & P. Type N hammer 
having an impact energy of 2.2 N-m and is suitable for grades of concrete from M-15 to M-45. Type L hammer is 
suitable for lightweight concrete or small and impact sensitive part of the structure. Type M hammer is generally 
recommended for heavy structures and mass concrete. Type P is suitable for concrete below M15 grade. 
 
2.3 (b) Ultrasonic Pulse Velocity Tester 

 
Ultrasonic instrument is a handy, battery operated and portable instrument used for assessing elastic properties or 
concrete quality. The apparatus for ultrasonic pulse velocity measurement consists of the following (Fig. ) – 
 
(a) Electrical pulse generator 
 
(b) Transducer – one pair 
 
(c) Amplifier 
 
(d) Electronic timing device 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig.2.2 Components of a USPV TESTER 

 
Objective: 
 
The ultrasonic pulse velocity method could be used to establish: 
 
(a) the homogeneity of the concrete 
 
(b) the presence of cracks, voids and other imperfections 
 
(c) change in the structure of the concrete which may occur with time 
 
(d) the quality of concrete in relation to standard requirement 
 
(e) the quality of one element of concrete in relation to another 
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(f) the values of dynamic elastic modulus of the concrete 
 
Principle 
 
The method is based on the principle that the velocity of an ultrasonic pulse through any material depends upon the 
density, modulus of elasticity and Poisson’s ratio of the material. Comparatively higher velocity is obtained when 
concrete quality is good in terms of density, uniformity, homogeneity etc. The ultrasonic pulse is generated by an 
electro acoustical transducer. When the pulse is induced into the concrete from a transducer, it undergoes multiple 
reflections at the boundaries of the different material phases within the concrete. A complex system of stress waves is 
developed which includes longitudinal (compression), shear (transverse) and surface (Reyleigh) waves. The receiving 
transducer detects the onset of longitudinal waves which is the fastest. The velocity of the pulses is almost independent 
of the geometry of the material through which they pass and depends only on its elastic properties. Pulse velocity 
method is a convenient technique for investigating structural concrete. For good quality concrete pulse velocity will be 
higher and for poor quality it will be less. If there is a crack, void or flaw inside the concrete which comes in the way of 
transmission of the pulses, the pulse strength is attenuated and it passed around the discontinuity, thereby making the 
path length longer. Consequently, lower velocities are obtained. The actual pulse velocity obtained depends primarily 
upon the materials and mix proportions of concrete. Density and modulus of elasticity of aggregate also significantly 
affects the pulse velocity. Any suitable type of  transducer operating within the frequency range of 20 KHz to 150 KHz 
may be used. Piezoelectric and magneto strictive types of transducers may be used and the latter being more suitable 
for the lower part of the frequency range. 
 
The electronic timing device should be capable of measuring the time interval elapsing between the onset of a pulse 
generated at the transmitting transducer and onset of its arrival at receiving transducer. Two forms of the electronic 
timing apparatus are possible, one of which use a cathode ray tube on which the leading edge of the pulse is displayed 
in relation to the suitable time scale, the other uses an interval timer with a direct reading digital display. If both the 
forms of timing apparatus are available, the interpretation of results becomes more reliable. 
 
The method starts with the determination of the time required for a pulse of vibrations at an ultrasonic frequency to 
travel through concrete. Once the velocity is determined, an idea about quality, uniformity, condition and strength of 
the concrete tested can be attained. In the test, the time the pulses take to travel through concrete is recorded. Then, the 
velocity is calculated as: 
 

V = L/ T 
 
Where V=pulse velocity, L=travel length in meters and T=effective time in seconds, which is the measured time minus 
the zero time correction. 
 
From the literature review, it can be concluded that the ultrasonic pulse velocity results can be used to: 
 
(a) check the uniformity of concrete, 
 
(b) detect cracking and voids inside concrete, 
 
(c) control the quality of concrete and concrete products by comparing results to a similarly made concrete, 
 
(d) detect condition and deterioration of concrete, 
 
(e) detect the depth of a surface crack and 
 
(f) Determine the strength if previous data is available. 
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The pulse velocity depends on the properties of the concrete under test. Various factors which can influence pulse 
velocity and its correlation with various physical properties of concrete are as under: 
 
Moisture Content: 
 
The moisture content has chemical and physical effects on the pulse velocity. These effects are important to establish 
the correlation for the estimation of concrete strength. There may be significant difference in pulse velocity between a 
properly cured standard cube and a structural element made from the same concrete. This difference is due to the effect 
of different curing conditions and presence of free water in the voids. It is important that these effects are carefully 
considered when estimating strength. 
 
Temperature of Concrete: 
 
No significant changes in pulse velocity, in strength or elastic properties occur due to variations of the concrete 
temperature between 5° C and 30° C. Corrections to pulse velocity measurements should be made for temperatures 
outside this range, as given in table below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 2.2 Effect of temperature on pulse transmission. BS 1881 (Pt 203 Year 1986) 
 
 
Path Length: 
 
The path length (the distance between two transducers) should be long enough not to be significantly influenced by the 
heterogeneous nature of the concrete. It is recommended that the minimum path length should be 100mm for concrete 
with 20mm or less nominal maximum size of aggregate and 150mm for concrete with 20mm and 40mm nominal 
maximum size of aggregate. The pulse velocity is not generally influenced by changes in path length, although the 
electronic timing apparatus may indicate a tendency for slight reduction in velocity with increased path length. This is 
because the higher frequency components of the pulse are attenuated more than the lower frequency components and 
the shapes of the onset of the pulses becomes more rounded with increased distance travelled. This apparent reduction 
in velocity is usually small and well within the tolerance of time measurement accuracy. 
 
Effect of Reinforcing Bars: 
 
The pulse velocity in reinforced concrete in vicinity of rebars is usually higher than in plain concrete of the same 
composition because the pulse velocity in steel is almost twice to that in plain concrete. The apparent increase depends 
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upon the proximity of measurement to rebars, their numbers, diameter and their orientation. Whenever possible, 
measurement should be made in such a way that steel does not lie in or closed to the direct path between the 
transducers. If the same is not possible, necessary corrections needs to be applied. The correction factors for this 
purpose are enumerated in different codes. 
 
Shape and Size of Specimen: 

 
The velocity of pulses of vibrations is independent of the size and shape of specimen, unless its least lateral dimension 
is less than a certain minimum value. Below this value, the pulse velocity may be reduced appreciably. The extent of 
this reduction depends mainly on the ratio of the wavelength of the pulse vibrations to the least lateral dimension of the 
specimen but it is insignificant if the ratio is less than unity. Table given below shows the relationship between the 
pulse velocity in the concrete, the transducer frequency and the minimum permissible lateral dimension of the 
specimen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table: 2.3 Effect of specimen dimension on pulse transmission. BS 1881 (Part 203 Year 1986) 
 
The use of the ultrasonic pulse velocity tester is introduced as a tool to monitor basic initial cracking of concrete 
structures and hence to introduce a threshold limit for possible failure of the structures. Experiments using ultrasonic 
pulse velocity tester have been carried out, under laboratory conditions, on various concrete specimens loaded in 
compression up to failure. Special plots, showing the relation between the velocity through concrete and the stress 
during loading, have been introduced. Also, stress–strain measurements have been carried out in order to obtain the 
corresponding strains. Results showed that severe cracking occurred at a stress level of about 85% of the rupture load. 
The average velocity at this critical limit was about 94% of the initial velocity and the corresponding strain was in the 
range of 0.0015 to 0.0021. The sum of the crack widths has been estimated using special relations and measurements. 
This value that corresponds to the 94% relative velocity was between 5.2 and 6.8 mm. 
 

IV. CONCLUSION 
 
From the consideration of all the above points we conclude that the defects of structural members are due to combined 
effects of carbonation, corrosion & effect of continuous drying and wetting. The result of visual survey prompt us to 
conclude the distress is wide spread and is an ongoing process and so needs to be stopped at this stage so as to avoid 
complete collapse of the structure. The results obtained in the form of graphical representation confirms that the 
capacitance based sensor effectively detect the micro cracks in the structure. This sensing device is new era technology, 
which is relatively cheaper but accurate. By employing this technique we can effectively forecast the development of 
the cracks in the structure and will be in the state to provide remedies well before collapse of the structure. Such 
technology plays vital role in the rehabilitation of the structures and makes structural health monitoring easier. Another 
important feature of this sensor is, as this technology help us to know the development of crack in anticipation, this will 
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certainly minimize the role of F.O.S, which will ultimately make the structure much cheaper by using the ultimate 
strengths of the materials. Significant future developments of this technology will, in all likelihood, come by way of 
multi-disciplinary research efforts encompassing fields such as structural dynamics, signal processing, motion and 
environmental sensing hardware, computational hardware, data telemetry, smart materials and statistical pattern 
recognition, as well as other fields yet to be defined. These topics are the focus of significant discipline-specific 
research efforts, and to date not all technologies from these fields that are relevant to the SHM problem have been 
explored by the SHM research community. Furthermore, there are few efforts that try to advance and integrate these 
technologies with the specific focus of developing SHM solutions. Without such a focus in mind, these technologies 
may not evolve in a manner that is not necessarily optimal for solving the SHM problem. Finally, the problem of global 
SHM is significantly complex and diverse that it will not be solved in the immediate future. Like so many other 
technology fields, advancements in SHM will most likely come in small increments requiring diligent, focused and 
coordinated research efforts over long periods of time. 
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