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ABSTRACT: Youngsters in Indian culture has forever been a point less spoken or examined. The reasons of the
equivalent can be followed back to the socio-social foundation of the country. On the planet youngsters are taken as the
best gift to mankind. Youth is a significant phase of human

improvement as it holds the possibility to the fate of any general public. Youngsters who are brought up in a climate
which is useful to their savvy person, physical and social turn of events will proceed to be dependable and useful piece
of the general public. In this way, every general public connection its future to the current status of its youngsters.

Today youngster has been characterized distinctively by various organizations according to their view and there is a
extremely enormous hole and logical inconsistency in these definitions. This paper endeavours to outlines the different
significance to the word kid and furthermore give a short outline of the greatness of the issue according to an Indian
point of view. An endeavour has been made to concentrate on the public authority strategy archives and rundown down
the activities as proposed and carried out by Indian government in the eleventh 5-year plan which has recently finished
in 2012. A few ideas gathered by the creator, from academicians and furthermore from the strategy and plan reports
about the approach to destroying the issues, are summed up in the paper. In the end the blueprint of the arrangement
and systems as recognized are additionally given with creator's ideas. The paper recognizes that a ton of strategy plans
have been worked however there is a pressing requirement for a social development for this issue to truly get tended to
and settled

KEYWORDS: - Child labour; Market imperfections; Policy instruments; Subsistence poverty
I. INTRODUCTION

Kids in Indian culture has forever been a subject less spoken or examined. Kids in each society have forever been taken as the
best gift to humankind. Adolescence is a significant phase of human advancement as it holds the possibility to the future
improvement of any society. Kids who are raised in a climate, which is useful to their erudite person, physical and social
improvement proceed to be dependable and useful piece of the general public. In the event that we are to draw in the kids in
to work when they are excessively youthful for the errand, we are unduly decreasing their current government assistance or
their future pay procuring abilities, either by contracting their future outside decisions or by decreasing their future individual
useful abilities. For the most part, it is expressed that because of monetary issues youngsters are compelled to forego
instructive and other advancement potential open doors and take up positions which generally exploit them as they are
normally come up short on and taken part in perilous circumstances. Guardians send their youngster for a task as a frantic
measure because of poor monetary circumstances. It is along these lines no big surprise that the unfortunate families address
the biggest portion patron of kid work. One of the key parts of youngster work are that kids are shipped off work to the
detriment of training. There is a strong effect of child labour on school attendance rates and the length of a child’s work day is
inversely associated with their capacity to attend school. Child labour restricts the right of children to access and benefit from
education and denies the fundamental opportunity to attend school. Child labour, thus, prejudices children’s education and
also adversely affects their health and safety.

Who is a Child?

Global Labour Organization (ILO) expresses, the term kid work is best characterized as work that denies offspring of their
life as a youngster, their true capacity and their pride, and that is hurtful to their physical and mental turn of events. It alludes
to work that is intellectually, actually, socially or ethically perilous and destructive to youngsters, or work whose timetable
meddles with their capacity to go to normal school, or work those effects in any way their capacity to centre during school or
experience solid adolescence. IILO states that youngster work might be characterized in various ways, and different definition
would yield various appraisals of kid work. As per ILO, kids or teenagers who take part in work that doesn't influence their
wellbeing and self-awareness or slow down their tutoring, isn't kid work; rather it might by and large be viewed as being a
positive thing. Such innocuous work incorporates exercises like aiding their folks at home, helping family or bringing in
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pocket cash outside school hours and on siestas. Such sorts of exercises might add to youngsters' improvement by furnishing
them with abilities and experience, and assist with setting them up to be useful citizenry during their grown-up life. UNICEF
meaning of kid work is unique. A kid is engaged with kid work exercises in the event that between 5 to 11 years old, the
person did no less than one hour of financial action or possibly 28 hours of homegrown work in seven days, and if there
should arise an occurrence of youngsters between 12 to 14 years old, the person in question did something like 14 hours of
monetary movement or possibly 42 hours of monetary action and homegrown work each week. According to UNICEF in
another report, "Kids' work should be viewed as occurring along a range, one end being disastrous or shady work and helpful
work - advancing or improving youngsters' improvement without disrupting their tutoring, entertainment and rest' being the
opposite end. What's more, between these two closures there are immense areas of work that might possibly adversely
influence a youngster's turn of events."

Child Labour in India

It is estimated that India has the largest number of child labourers in the world. According to the Census 2001, there were
1.27 cr. economically active children in the age-group of 5-14 years. The number was 1.13 cr. during 1991 (Population
Census)

Who is a worker?

Laborers overall are arranged into principal and minimal specialists by the populace enumeration. Statistics information
shows that there is a decrease in without a doubt the number to the level of kids (5-14) to add up to populace in that age
bunch, named principal laborers from 4.3percent in 1991 to 2.3 percent in 2001. Be that as it may, there was a significant
expansion in minimal laborers in each class of specialist regardless of sex and home. Thus, in spite of the number of principal
laborers declining from 90.8 needs 1991 to 57.8 needs 2001, the aggregate number of kids in the work force expanded.

Magnitude of Child Labour in India

One should recognize that at strategy level India has from the start followed a proactive strategy in resolving the issue of
youngster work and has consistently represented established, legal and formative estimates that are expected to dispose of kid
work. The Constitution of India has important arrangements to get necessary all-inclusive essential training. Work
Commissions and Committees have gone into the issues of youngster work and made broad suggestions. India's legal
executive, straight up to the summit level, has illustrated significantly compassionate reactions against the act of youngster
work. Notwithstanding a few proactive regulations, strategies and legal preachments, the issue of youngster work perseveres
as a test to the country. The relating fall in young men and young ladies labour force during 1983 to 2004-05 is seen to have
diminished from 1.206 cr. to 47.6 needs, and 94.9 needs to 43.1 needs, individually. In impact, the distinction in sexual
orientation that existed among young men and young ladies (antagonistic against young men) during the mid 1980s has
nearly disseminated as of late, the distinction being dialled back from 25.7 need to generally 4.5 needs. In any case, in
outright numbers, the issue is enormous.

The number of working children in the major child labour endemic states as per the 1991 and 2020 Census is
given below: -

Sr. No Name of States/UT 1991 Census 2020 census
1 Uttar Pradesh 14,10,086 19,27,997
2 Andhra Pradesh 16,61,940 13,63,339
3 Rajasthan 7,74,199 12,62,570
4 Bihar 9,42,245 11,17,500
5 Madhya Pradesh 13,52,563 10,65,259
6 West Bengal 7,11,691 8,57,087
7 Karnataka 9,76,247 8,22,615
8 Maharashtra 10,68,418 7,64,075
9 Gujarat 5,23,585 4,85,530
10 Tamil Nadu 5,78,889 4,18,801
All India Total 1.13Crores 1.26Crores
Figure 1

Source — National census 1991 and 2020

Among the states, Uttar Pradesh accounts for a larger share of close to one fourth of all child labour in India followed
by Andhra Pradesh. While Maharashtra and West Bengal respectively garnered 9 & 8 percent of India’s child
employment. The share of Uttar Pradesh has dramatically shot up in one decade from less than 13% in the mid-1990s
to close to 23% in 2004-05, which is a cause for serious concern. While the share of Andhra Pradesh seems to have
declined quite considerably during this period.
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II. OBJECTIVES

1 To ensure regular and systematic enumeration of all child labour.

2 Institute a rights-based uniform definition of child labour and bonded child labour in existing labour laws.

3 To expand the list of hazardous occupations to facilitate progressive elimination of all forms of child labour.

4 To universalise and accelerate school enrolment, attendance and retention so that children are prevented from being
employed as labour.

5 To intensify and implement strategies to protect children from economic exploitation.

6 To take immediate and effective measures to prohibit and eliminate child labour and to provide for the rehabilitation
and social integration of the rescued children.

7 To prevent and prohibit trafficking of children for the purpose of labour including domestic service and other
informal sectors.

CENSUS 2011 FIGURES ABOUT CHILDREN IN INDIA - (RURAL VS URBAN) (EDUCATED VS

UNEDUCATED)

Indicator Total Urban Rural

Child Population 44,69,60,000 (44.7Cr) 12,96,18,400 31,73,41,600
37.83% of population (12.96Cr) (31.73Cr)

Child Population Below 5 Years 12,66,42,000 (12.66Cr) 3,67,26,180 (3.67Cr) 8,99,15,820
10.72% of the population (8.99Cr)

Child Population 5-18 Years 32,03,18,000 (32.03Cr) 9,28,92,220 (9.29Cr) 22,74,25,780

(22.74Cr)

Population Below International | 18,77,23,200 (18.77Cr)
Poverty Line of US $1.25PerDay | | | e
(42% in 2008)

Estimates are 40% of children are | 17,87,84,000 (17.88Cr)
Marginalized due to poverty,
labour, abuse,dis | | e—— | -
ability, malnutrition, conflicts,
disasters

displacement, illiteracy,
abandoned

Only 2 states in India, namely Kerala and Karnataka have departments focused on child
labour. This is done thru the labour department. (Source — www.childlineindia.org.in/)
The occupation-wise data of children in this age group of 5-14 working in the non-agricultural sector has been
classified. Though these occupations in the Census data do not match with the occupations listed as hazardous under
the Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act, a tentative segregation of data into hazardous & non-hazardous
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occupations gives a broad estimation of children working in different occupations. As per this data, 36.43 lakh children
in the age group of 5-14 years are working in non-agricultural sector in the country, out of which 12.19 lakh children
are working in hazardous occupations. In the age group of 5—14 years, 89.3 per cent of children were in school in 2009-
10, up from 82.4 per cent in 2004-05. Further this increase was higher for girls, rising from 79.6 per cent in 2004-05 to
87.7 per cent in 2009-10. In the 15-19 years age group, 59.5 per cent of young people were in the educational system in
2009-10 as compared to 46.2 per cent in 2004-05. Once again, the increase was more for girls, from 40.3 to 54.6 per
cent. In the next higher age group of 20-24 years, 22.5 per cent of boys and 12.8 per cent of girls were still in the
educational system in 2009-10 against only 14.9 and 7.6 per cent, respectively, in 2004-05.

Their distribution in some major hazardous occupations is given below:

Number of child workers (5-14 years) engaged in Hazardous Occupations as per 2001 Census

1 Pan, Bidi & Cigarettes 252574
2 Construction 208833
3 Domestic workers 185505
4 Spinning/ weaving 128984
5 Brick-kilns, tiles 84972
6 Dhaba’s/ Restaurants/ Hotels/ Motels 70934
7 Auto-workshop, vehicle repairs 49893
8 Gem-cutting, Jewellery 37489
9 Carpet-making 32647
10 Ceramic 18894
11 Agarbati, Dhoop & Detergent making 13583
12 Others 135162
Total 12194

Causes for the Child Labour

The various government studies and policy statements and also as per different social and economic scholars the
following are some of the major reasons for the problem of child labour in India. These issues become very evident
from the plans of the government being targeted towards solving these issues.

Poverty

Lack of education

Economic uncertainties

Indebtedness

Employment (or lack of employment)

Landlessness at rural areas for majority of the population

Weak policy of legal framework

Weak social awareness

Government Initiatives in India — Legislation, Policy, Programmes and other Interventions The Constitutional
guarantees are reflected in the policies, plans, laws and schemes on child labour. As per Article 24 of the Constitution,
no child below the age of 14 years is to be employed in any factory, mine or any hazardous employment. Further,
Article 39 requires the States to direct its policy towards ensuring that the tender age of children is not abused and that
they are not forced by economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited to their age or strength. Recently, with the
insertion of Article 21A, the State has been entrusted with the task of providing free and compulsory education to all
the children in the age group of 6-14 years. Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act (1986) was the culmination
of efforts and ideas that emerged from the deliberations and recommendations of various committees on child labour.
At policy level Government of India has been perusing the matter in right Ernest. Some of the significant initiatives
were,

a) National Commission on Labour (1966-1969),

b) The Gurupadaswamy Committee on Child Labour (1979)

¢) The Sanat Mehta Committee (1984).
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d) National Policy on Child Labour was formulated in 1987
e) National Plan of action for children 2005

The three components stated in the National Policy on Child Labour are:

(a) Legislative Action Plan emphasizing strict and effective enforcement of legal provisions relating to Child Labour,
(b) Focus on General Development Programmes for benefiting children and their families, (c) Project-based Plan of
Action focusing on areas with high concentration of child labour through implementation of National Child Labour
Project.

To address the interest and supply factors including modest and tame work, destitution, ignorance, obligation,
joblessness and landlessness, that add to the predominance of youngster work, Government of India follows a
multipronged technique which includes solid authorization of lawful arrangements connecting with kid work with
synchronous endeavours towards recovery of kids and by putting forth attempts of raising the pay levels of guardians
through linkages with the work and pay age programs and other neediness mitigation projects of the Government. With
the target to carry out the multi-pronged technique the National Child Labour Project (NCLP) was first started in 1988,
as a piece of a bigger Plan of Action emerging out of the National Child Labour Policy. The National Child Labour
Project has been fortified by a few significant drives at public, state and region level in the nation focusing on disposal
of kid work. The central purpose of this plan has been to decrease the occurrence of youngster work in the pockets of
their focus. Giving training through exceptional schools and thusly acquiring them normal schools are the significant
exercises under the NCLP at the ground level. The functioning youngsters are distinguished through reviews directed
by the free offices, and investigations led by the Labour Department.

Child Development in 11th Five Year Plan 2007 to 2012

The kid advancement approach in the Eleventh Plan is to guarantee that youngsters don't lose their young life due to
work, sickness, and depression. It depends on the figuring out that the freedoms, everything being equal, including the
individuals who don't confront unfavourable conditions, should be safeguarded all over and consistently with the goal
that they don't drop out of the government backed retirement net. The pith of the Eleventh Plan technique for Women
Agency and Child Rights is summed up in Box

ELIMINATING CHILD LABOUR

Kid work as such isn't unlawful in that frame of mind in unambiguous unsafe occupations. With impact from October
2006, the Ministry of Labour has included homegrown work and

work in Dhaba's, tea slows down, and eateries in the timetable of restricted occupations

under the Act. Therefore, an enormous number of youngsters might be laid off, particularly in metropolitan urban areas
and large towns. It will be important to go to sufficient lengths for the security, recovery, and schooling of these kids.

III. CONCLUSION

The National Plan for Children 2005 would be a generally excellent report for destroying the

kid work structure India.

The objectives of the arrangement were,

1.To kill youngster work from dangerous occupations, and continuously move towards

complete destruction of all types of youngster work.

2. To shield youngsters from a wide range of financial double-dealing.

The arrangement had plainly characterized the targets and methodologies for accomplishing the previously mentioned
objectives.
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