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ABSTRACT:Due to their potential to cut waste and advance sustainability, recycled thermoset plastic composite 

materials have grown in importance as a subject of study and development. Typically, recycled thermost polymers are 

combined with other materials to make these composites, which are strong, light, and ideal for a variety of uses. Waste 

thermostting plastic is collected, sorted, and ground into small particles before being combined with other components 

to make a composite. Although there are difficulties employing recycled thermost plastic in the manufacture of 

composite materials, such as the material's difficulty in recycling and processing, current research is expanding the use 

of these materials as a sustainable and affordable substitute for virgin materials. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
The chemical reactions that thermosetting resins go through (the curing process) crosslink the polymer chains, tying the 

entire matrix into a three-dimensional network. They cannot be remelted or reformed after they have healed. Due to 

their three-dimensional cross-linked structure, thermosetting resins frequently exhibit high dimensional stability, high 

temperature tolerance, and good resistance to solvents . Polyesters, vinylesters, epoxies, phenolics, polyamides (PA), 

and bismaleimides are the most widely used thermosetting resins (BMI).There are two forms of plastic; thermoplastic 

is one of them. Thermoplastic is recyclable and malleable. It can be utilised on a daily basis in the same way as bottles 

can. Another type of plastic is thermoset. They have a cross-link structure, which prevents recycling. Thermosets are a 

class of materials with excellent mechanical qualities, [including] chemical resistance. They are employed as structural 

materials in the engineering sector for things like wind turbine blades or even aerospace [applications], which demand 

very high mechanical qualities. 

 

In general, thermosets are polymers that are cured by heat, irradiation (such as processing with UV rays or electron 

beams), or chemical reaction (with a hardener or catalyst). The polymer chains become cross-linked during the curing 

process as a result of irreversible chemical processes, which prevents melting at high temperatures and increases 

mechanical strength.  When exposed to freezing temperatures, they do not distort or lose their shape. They might 

therefore be employed effectively in settings where drastically varied temperatures are noted. The cheap production 

cost is achieved by mixing a thermoset polymer with fibers, such as carbon, glass, or aramid fibers, to create thermoset 

composites, which have additional benefits and improved qualities.The NGO discovered that the nation produced 

25,940 tonnes of plastic garbage per day after analysing statistics from the Central Pollution Control Board.Usage of 

Plastics and Waste Plastic items have become a vital component in everybody's everyday life. Its annual output exceeds 

150 million tonnes.India produces 25,940 tonnes of plastic waste per day, but 40% of it is not collected, clogging 

drainage and river systems, littering the marine ecosystem, contaminating the soil and water, being consumed by stray 

animals, and being burned outdoors, all of which have a negative impact on human health and the environment. 

II. RELATED WORK 

 

The possibility of recycled thermoset plastic composites as a greener substitute for virgin plastic composites has 

been looked at in a number of research. For instance, Rizal et al. (2019) created recycled thermoset plastic composites 

utilising discarded glass fibres and phenol formaldehyde resin. The amount of fibre in the composites grew with 
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increasing mechanical characteristics, reaching a maximum at 30 weight percent glass fibre, according to the 

researchers. Additionally, the composites showed excellent thermal stability and water resistance. 

Similar to this, Yousif et al. (2019) looked into the creation of composite materials using recycled polyurethane and 

glass fibres. The scientists discovered that adding glass fibres enhanced the composites' mechanical characteristics by 

raising their tensile strength and modulus. The composites also demonstrated high impact resistance and thermal 

stabilityUsing polyester resin and used jute fibres, Garkhail et al. (2020) created recycled thermoset composites. The 

researchers discovered that the mechanical characteristics of the composites were enhanced by the inclusion of jute 

fibres, with the greatest results being attained at a fibre concentration of 30 wt%. Additionally, the composites showed 

excellent thermal stability and water resistance.Overall, these investigations show that recycled thermoset plastic 

composites have a chance to replace virgin plastic composites as a sustainable material. These composites can help 

decrease environmental waste and produce new goods with additional value by using waste resources. To address some 

of the difficulties related to manufacturing and recycling thermoset plastics, further study is required in order to 

optimise the characteristics of these composites for particular applications.. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Collection and sorting of thermoset plastic waste: The collection and sorting of thermoset plastic 

trash is the first stage in the creation of recycled thermoset plastic composite material. The garbage is 
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gathered from many places, including manufacturing facilities and home waste, and is then graded 

and sorted. 

2. Grinding and milling of thermoset plastic waste: The thermoset plastic trash is ground and milled to 

make it smaller and give it more surface area after it has been sorted. The compatibility between the 

recycled plastic and the reinforcing fibres will be improved by this procedure. 

3. Preparation of reinforcing fibersThe reinforcing fibres, such glass or carbon fibres, are cleaned and 

made ready for usage in this stage. In order to do this, the fibres must be washed to eliminate any 

impurities and dried to remove moisture. 

4. Mixing of recycled thermoset plastic and reinforcing fibers: The produced reinforcing fibres and the 

ground thermoset plastic waste are next combined using a high-speed mixer. The mixing procedure 

aids in ensuring uniform distribution of the recycled plastic and fibres throughout the composite 

material. 

5. Compression molding: A compression moulding machine is then used to compress and shape the 

combined composite material into the required shape. The composite material is heated while under 

pressure during the moulding process, which aids in enhancing the bond between the recycled plastic 

and the reinforcing fibres. 

6. Testing of composite material qualities: Testing of the composite material's properties is the last stage 

in creating a recycled thermoset plastic composite material. Utilising accepted test procedures, the 

mechanical characteristics, including tensile strength, flexural strength, and impact strength, are 

assessed. Using the proper test procedures, the composite material's thermal stability and water 

resistance are also assessed. 

 

IV. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS 

 

Thermoset plastic recycled Materials formed of thermoset polymers that have been recycled are known as composite 

materials. In applications requiring great strength and endurance, including those in the construction sector, these 

materials are frequently employed. 

 

I.  

 
 

 

The properties of recycled thermoset plastic composite materials can vary depending on the type of thermoset plastic 

used, the manufacturing process, and the specific application. Some common types of thermoset plastics used in these 

composites include epoxy, phenolic, and polyester resins.One of the main benefits of using recycled thermoset plastic 
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composite materials is that they help to reduce waste by using materials that would otherwise be discarded. 

Additionally, these materials can have a lower environmental impact than virgin thermoset plastics because they 

require less energy to produce. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

It would be essential to carry out lab tests or experiments utilising the specific material in issue in order to achieve 

experimental findings for a particular recycled thermoset plastic composite material. These tests may involve 

measuring the material's mechanical characteristics, such as its stiffness and strength, as well as examining how well it 

can withstand environmental conditions like moisture and temperature.- 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

The recycled thermoset plastic composite material may provide numerous industries a practical and long-lasting 

alternative. These composites can aid in reducing environmental waste and producing new goods with additional value 

by using recycled thermoset plastic waste. By varying the proportion of recycled plastic and reinforcing fibres, these 

composites' mechanical characteristics may be tailored to meet the needs of certain applications. The use of thermoset 

polymers in different industrial applications has previously been demonstrated to be effective, despite certain 

processing and recycling difficulties. Future advancements in this field will probably bring up even more creative and 

sustainable solutions. properties of the thermoset plastic and epoxy resin composite material are being identified.That 

used abrasive substance may be created from scrap thermoset plastic Despite being made from junk, the composite 

material has a high level of strength. 
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