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ABSTRACT: The novelty of this project lies in its integration of AgathiyarArudam with modern practices, its 

comparative analysis with global divination systems, and its field research into current applications. This approach 

bridges ancient Tamil divination with contemporary relevance, providing fresh insights into its cultural and practical 

impact. The AgathiyarArudam, a traditional Tamil divination method attributed to Sage Agathiyar, is deeply rooted in 

ancient Tamil culture. Its origins can be traced to Agathiyar’s contributions to astrology and divination, which highlight 

the philosophical belief in the balance between human effort and divine will. The practice involves a 64-square device, 

typically inscribed on silver or copper plates, that reflects planetary positions and numerological patterns to predict 

future events. The device’s structure and inscriptions play a crucial role in its functionality. In modern times, 

AgathiyarArudam remains relevant, offering practical applications in personal decision-making and astrology, while 

also serving as a means of preserving cultural heritage. Comparing AgathiyarArudam with other divination systems, 

such as I Ching or Western astrology, reveals its unique place within both Tamil and global divination practices. Its 

accessibility and ongoing use, especially within Tamil communities, underline its enduring cultural and social 

significance in today's world. 
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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

This project explores the AgathiyarArudam, an ancient Tamil divination system attributed to Sage Agathiyar, which 

uses a 64-square grid inscribed on metal plates to predict future events based on planetary positions and numerology. 

Rooted in Tamil spiritual beliefs, the practice emphasizes the interaction between human effort and divine will. The 

study investigates the origins and historical development of AgathiyarArudam, its spiritual and philosophical 

significance, and the tools used in its practice. Furthermore, it assesses the modern relevance of this divination method, 

exploring its applications in contemporary decision-making, astrology, and cultural preservation. A comparison with 

other global divination systems, such as I Ching and Western astrology, highlights its unique place in both Tamil and 

worldwide traditions. This research underscores the cultural and social importance of AgathiyarArudam, examining 

how it continues to be accessible and practiced within Tamil communities today. 

 

II. OBJECTIVES 

 

1. Explore the Origins and Historical Development: Investigate the roots of AgathiyarArudam, tracing its 

evolution within ancient Tamil culture and its connection to Sage Agathiyar’s contributions to astrology and 

divination. 

2. Analyze Philosophical and Spiritual Significance: Examine the belief system underlying AgathiyarArudam, 

focusing on the relationship between human effort and divine will, and its relevance in Tamil spirituality. 

3. Understand Methodology and Tools: Study the 64-square device, its inscriptions, and planetary influences, 

detailing how the tool is used for divination. 

4. Assess Contemporary Applications: Evaluate the practical uses of AgathiyarArudam in modern times, including 

its role in personal decision-making, astrology, and cultural preservation. 

5. Compare with Other Divination Systems: Compare AgathiyarArudam with other global divination methods, 

such as I Ching and Western astrology, to understand its unique place in global traditions. 

6. Examine Cultural and Social Impact: Investigate the continued relevance and practice of AgathiyarArudam 

within Tamil communities and its accessibility in today’s world. 

 

III. DEFINITION OF THE PROBLEM 

 

The AgathiyarArudam, a centuries-old Tamil divination system attributed to Sage Agathiyar, is under-researched in the 
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modern academic context. While rooted in ancient spiritual traditions, its practical applications, philosophical 

underpinnings, and relevance in today's society remain largely unexplored. Despite its continued practice, there is a gap 

in understanding how this divination method fits into the broader framework of contemporary astrology and decision-

making. Moreover, its comparison with other global systems of divination remains limited, preventing a comprehensive 

appreciation of its unique cultural and social impact. 

 

IV. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 

Research on AgathiyarArudam has been fragmented, with most sources found in ancient texts, local manuscripts, and 

oral traditions. Sage Agathiyar, one of the revered Siddhars in Tamil culture, is attributed with significant contributions 

to astrology, medicine, and spirituality. His teachings, particularly the 64-square divination method, are well-

documented in Tamil literature, but scholarly analysis of these texts remains sparse. 

 

In Tamil literature, works like "AgathiyarParipadal" and "Agathiyar Nadi" include references to astrological predictions 

and divination techniques. Scholars like K. Zvelebil, a Tamil linguist, have explored Agathiyar’s contributions to 

Siddha medicine and divination practices, but their focus has primarily been on the medicinal aspects rather than 

divination. 

 

Modern literature on divination systems such as the I Ching, Tarot, and Western astrology has expanded significantly in 

recent years. Comparatively, there has been minimal scholarly inquiry into Tamil divination systems on the 

international stage. This lack of research highlights a need to assess AgathiyarArudam both in the context of its 

historical development and its current cultural relevance. 

 

National and International Status 

Nationally, AgathiyarArudam remains an integral part of Tamil spiritual practices, with many rural and urban 

communities continuing to use the method for personal guidance. Practitioners often consult astrologers who use the 

64-square grid inscribed on metal plates, typically during important life events or for decision-making. The tradition is 

sustained through oral transmission, family lineages, and small spiritual communities that preserve the practice. 

However, the practice has not gained widespread institutional recognition, which limits its reach to regional and 

cultural boundaries. 

 

Internationally, divination systems like I Ching, Tarot, and Western astrology are more widely recognized and studied 

in academic circles. These systems have been extensively researched, compared, and adapted to modern contexts, with 

significant cross-cultural exchanges. In contrast, AgathiyarArudam remains relatively obscure outside Tamil-speaking 

regions, with little recognition or awareness in global scholarly or cultural discourse. This reflects an imbalance in the 

global understanding of diverse divination systems, calling for a deeper investigation into AgathiyarArudam and its 

potential contribution to the studies. 

 

V. METHODOLOGY 

 

The research methodology will consist of both qualitative and historical approaches: 

1. Literature Review: A comprehensive analysis of available texts, manuscripts, and oral histories related to 

AgathiyarArudam will be conducted. This will include ancient Tamil texts, historical records, and modern 

interpretations of divination practices. 

2. Field Research: Interviews with practitioners of AgathiyarArudam, including astrologers and local spiritual 

leaders, will be conducted to gather insights into the practice's current applications and techniques. This will 

involve travel to Tamil Nadu, where the practice is most prominent. 

3. Comparative Analysis: A comparison of AgathiyarArudam with other divination systems like I Ching, Tarot, and 

Western astrology will be undertaken to highlight similarities, differences, and potential overlaps in methodology, 

belief systems, and philosophical approaches. 

4. Case Studies: Documenting real-world applications of AgathiyarArudam in contemporary decision-making, 

including its role in resolving personal or communal issues. This will help analyze how the practice fits into 

modern societal structures. 

5. Data Collection: Through surveys and interviews, data on the current use and perception of AgathiyarArudam will 

be collected, focusing on its accessibility, relevance, and cultural impact within Tamil communities and beyond. 
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Work plan: 

Final Literature Review & Theoretical Refinement (W6+3eeks 1-2) 

• Complete any remaining literature reviews, ensuring you have all key texts and sources related to 

AgathiyarArudam. 

• Refine the theoretical framework by integrating historical, philosophical, and comparative insights. 

• Ensure that the literature review section is well-organized and connects with your research objectives. 

Data Analysis & Interpretation (Weeks 3-4) 

• If you have conducted field research or gathered practical data, focus on analyzing and interpreting it. 

• Categorize the data based on key themes like methodology, cultural relevance, and modern applications. 

• Cross-reference your data with existing literature to highlight new insights or confirm findings. 

Writing Draft Sections (Weeks 5-6) 

• Write the remaining chapters of your project, focusing on sections like: 

o Methodology and Tools 

o Contemporary Applications 

o Comparative Study with Global Divination Systems 

o Cultural and Social Impact 

• Ensure coherence between all sections, linking them to your overall thesis. 

• First Draft Review (Week 7) 

• Complete the first draft of the entire project and share it with your supervisor for feedback. 

• Incorporate feedback into the next draft. 

• Final Edits & Refinement (Week 8) 

• Refine your paper based on feedback, focusing on clarity, structure, and citation accuracy. 

• Ensure all references are formatted properly, and appendices (if any) are included. 

• Final Submission (Week 9-10) 

• Prepare the final project report for submission. 

• If required, prepare a presentation or defense of your project for the evaluation panel. 

 

Duration and time scales: 

Month 1: Final Literature Review & Theoretical Refinement 

• Week 1-2: 

o Complete the final review of literature and refine the theoretical framework. 

o Integrate recent findings and ensure all key texts are included. 

• Week 3-4: 

o Finalize the organization of the literature review section. 

o Confirm the theoretical framework aligns with your research objectives. 

Month 2: Data Analysis & Interpretation 

• Week 5: 

o Begin analyzing the data collected from interviews, surveys, or case studies. 

o Summarize key findings and categorize the data. 

• Week 6: 

o Cross-reference findings with the literature review. 

o Start drafting sections related to data analysis and interpretation. 

Month 3: Writing Draft Sections 

• Week 7: 

o Write or finalize the Methodology and Tools section. 

o Draft the section on Contemporary Applications of AgathiyarArudam. 

• Week 8: 

o Draft the Comparative Study with other global divination systems. 

o Write the Cultural and Social Impact section. 

Month 4: First Draft Review & Revisions 

• Week 9: 

o Complete the first draft of the entire project. 

o Submit the draft to your supervisor for feedback. 
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• Week 10: 

o Review the feedback received. 

o Plan and begin revisions based on supervisor comments. 

Month 5: Final Edits & Refinement 

• Week 11: 

o Revise the draft focusing on clarity, structure, and accuracy. 

o Ensure proper formatting and citation. 

• Week 12: 

o Conduct a final proofread of the entire document. 

o Prepare any additional materials required (e.g., appendices, presentation slides). 

Month 6: Final Submission & Presentation Preparation 

• Week 13: 

o Prepare the final version of the project report for submission. 

o Double-check all submission requirements. 

 

Novelty: 

The novelty of this project lies in its integration of AgathiyarArudam with modern practices, its comparative analysis 

with global divination systems, and its field research into current applications. This approach bridges ancient Tamil 

divination with contemporary relevance, providing fresh insights into its cultural  

and practical impact. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1.AgathiyarArudam 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

 

These project bridges ancient Tamil divination practices, particularly AgathiyarArudam, with contemporary relevance 

by exploring their integration with modern tools, comparing them with global systems, and conducting detailed field 

research. The findings underscore the enduring cultural significance of these traditions while highlighting their 

potential for adaptation in modern contexts. Through this study, the relevance of AgathiyarArudam is reestablished, 

providing a foundation for future exploration in both academic and practical applications. 
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